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np  H  E  Inftitution  of  Parliament  is  one  of 

^     thofe  matters  fo  far  hidden   in  the  dark 

=^ages    of    Antiquity,    the    tracing    of    which 

oat  is  a  thing  equally  deficient  and  uncertain  ; 
^Sir  Edward  Coke  (  an  eminent  law  Author  and 
-  Chief  Juftice  of  England  )  affirms  that  divers 
/,  Parliaments  were  held  before  the  Conqueft;  and 
i  produces  an  inftance  of  one  held  in  the  Reign 
i>  of  King  Alfred:^    and    likcwife  fpeaks   of  a 

Parliament  held  by  King  Athelftan  about 
^  the  year  930,  where  all  things  were  enafted 
^in  the  great  Synod  or  Council  which  the 
\  King   called   together^ 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  prefent  houfe  of 
1  Commons,  Authors  vary  very  much ;  altho'  it 
^  is  generally  agreed  the  main  conftitutidn  of 
:  Parliament  as  it  now  ftands,  was  marked  out  in 
the  reign  of  King  John  ;  but  it  is  certain  fuch 
;  conftitution  has  fubfifted  atleaft  fince  the  year 
!^  1266,  Becaufe  there  are  ftill  extant,  Writs 
^  of 
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of  that  date  to  fummon  Knights^  Citizens 
and  Burgefles  to  Parliament,  Sir  William 
Blackstone  fays  the  firft  mention  of  Parliament 
in  the  Statute  Law  is  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Statute  of  Wejljitinjier  in  the  year  1272. 

Parliament  conlifts  of  the  King's  moft 
excellent  Majefty  fitting  there  in  his  royal 
political  capacity  ;  together  with  the  three 
Eftates.  of  the  Realm  ;  namely,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  now  confifting  of  two  Archbifhops, 
and  1\  Bifhops  (  and  at  the  time  of  the 
diffolution  of  the  Monafteries  in  the  Reign 
or  "King  Henry  the  Eighth  confifted  like- 
wife  of  26  Mitred  Abbots  and  two  Priors) 
who  are  called  by  writ,  and  fit  there  in 
fucceflion  in  refped  of  their  Baronies,  parcel 
of  their  Bifhopricks  are  the  firft  Eftate ;  the 
Lords  Temporal,  Dukes,  Marquifles,  Earls, 
Vifcounts  and  Barons,  who  fit  in  Parliament 
in-refped:  either  of  their  defcent  or  creation 
(of  in  the  cafe  of  the  16  Peers  of  Scotland 
by  Eledion)  are  the  fecond  Eftate;  but 
though  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  are 

in 
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in  the  eye  of  the  Law  a  diftinft  Eftate,  yet 
in  pradice  they  are  blended  together  and 
intermix  in  their  votes.  And  the  Com- 
mons are  the  third  Eftate,  they  are  eleded 
by  the  people  and  reprefent  all  the  Commons 
in  England,  Counties  are  reprefented  by- 
Knights  eledled  by  the  proprietors  .  of  Lands. 
Cities  and  Boroughs  are  reprefented  by  Citizens 
and  Burgeffes  chofen  by  the  mercantile  part,  or 
*  fuppofed  trading  intereft  of  the  Nation.  The 
number  of  Englifti  Reprefentatives  is  513, 
and  of  Scots  45,  in  all  558. 

The  jurifdiftion  of  Parliament  is  fo  tran- 
fcendent  and  abfolute  that  it  cannot  be  confined 
either  for  caufes  or  perfons.  It  has  fovereign 
and  uncontrolable  Authority  in  the  making, 
enlarging,  diminifliing,  abrogating,  repealing, 
and  reviving  Laws  and  Statutes,  concerning 
matters  Ecclefiaftical  or  Temporal,  Civil, 
Criminal,^  Martial,  and  Maritime  ;  this  being 
the  place  where  that  abfolute  power  which 
muft  in  all  Governments  refide  fomewhere,  is 
t  entrufted     by     the    Conftitution    of      thefe 

■"■■ 
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Kingdoms  ;  for  Parliament  can  regulate  or 
new  model  even  the  fucceflion  to  the  Crown, 
as  was  done  in  the  Reign  of  William  the 
Third,  It  gan  alter  the  eftabliflied  religion 
of  the  land  J  as  was  done  in  a  variety  of 
inftances  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  8th 
and  his  three  Children.  It  can  change  and 
create  afrefh  the  conftitution  of  the  Kingdom 
and  of  Parliaments  themfelves,  as  was  done 
by  the  Aft  of  Union,  and  the  feveral  Statutes 
for  triennial  and  feptennial  Parliaments.  It 
can  in  fhort  do  every  thing  that  is  not  naturally 
impoflible,  fo  that  it  is  a  matter  moji  ejjential 
to  the  Liberties  of  this  Kingdom  that  fuch 
Members  he  delegated  to  this  important  Truji 
as  are  moJi  eminent  for  their  probity^  their 
fortitude  and  their  knowledge. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  in  their  refpeftive 
Iioufes  have  power  of  Judicature;  and  fo 
have  both  houfcs  together :  and  in  former 
times  both  Lords  and  Commons  fet  together 
in  one  houfe  of  Parliament.  The  Lords  have 
one  that  profides  as  Speaker  in  common  affairs 
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lifually  The  Lord  Chancellor;  and  the  Com- 
mons have  their  Speaker  chofen  by  the  houfe, 
but  to  be  approved  of  by  the  King.  The 
firft  Speaker  required  by  the  King  for  the 
Commons  to  chufe,  was  Sir  Arnold  Savage^ 
in  the  year  1341,  and  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  the  Parliament  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  new  Parliament, 
ehofe  Edward  Seymour^  Efq.  for  their  Speaker; 
but  the  King  refufed  to  approve  him,  and 
the  Commons  infifting  on  their  choice  the 
Parliament  was  prorogued.  On  their  meeting 
again  they  chofe  Serjeant  Gregory  for  their 
Speaker  who   was  approved. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS  is  a  diftinft 
Court  from  the  Commons,  to  feveral  purpofes, 
and  is  the  Sovereign  Court  of  Juftice  and 
dernier  refort,  they  try  criminal  caufes  or  im- 
peachments of  the  Commons,  and  have  an 
original  jurifdidion  for  the  Trial  of  Peers  upon 
indidments  found  by  a  grand  jury. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  coming 
from  all  parts  are  the  general  inquifitors,     and 

grand 
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grand  intjueft  of  the  Realm,  any  Member 
of  the  houfc  of  Commons  ha^  the 
privilege  of  impeaching  the  higheft  Lord 
in  the  Kingdom.  And  the  diffolution  of  a 
Parliament  doth  not  alter  the  ftate  of  impeach- 
ments brought  np  by  the  Commons  in  a 
preceding  Parliament.  And  it  hath  been 
refolved  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
that  Cafes  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  fliall 
continue,  and  are  to  be  proceeded  on  in  fiatu 
quo^  &c.  as  they  flood  at  the  diffolution  of 
the  laft  Parliament.  Raym.   \ZQ.  38?. 

The  two  moft  remarkable  inftanoes  of 
impeachment  from  the  Commons,  are  thofe 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Bricon  and  Lord  Chancellor 
Macclesfield  j  the  former  was  impeached  in  the 
time  of  King  James  the  firft  for  refufing  to  hear 
petitions  refered  to  him  by  the  King  until  he 
had  received  great  bribes  for  the  fame  ;  he 
was  fentenced  by  the  Lords  to  be  deprived  of 
all  his  offices,  to  be  difabled  to  fit  in  Parlia- 
ent,  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  thoufand  pctunds^ 
and  to  be  imprifoned  during  the  Kings  pleafure; 
the  latter  was  impeached  in  the  Reign  of  King 

George 
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George  the  firft,  but  had  a  milder  punifhment ; 
the  charge  againft  him  was  for  felling  the 
places  of  Mafters  in  Chancery  for  exorbitant 
fums,  and  for  other  corrupt  praftices,  tending 
to  the  great  lofs  and  ruin  of  the  Suitors  of 
that  Court,  and  the  charge  being  made  good 
he  being  before  divefted  of  his  offices,  was 
fentenced  by  the  Lords  to  pay  a  fine  of 
thirty  thoufand  pounds^  and  imprifoned  until 
the   fame  was  paid. 

In  the  houfc  of  Commons  there  arc  no  places 
of  precedency  as  there  are  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  only  the  Speaker  has  a  chair  fixed 
towards  the  upper  end  in  the  middle  of  the 
houfe,  and  the  Clerk  with  his  affiftant  fits 
near  him  at  the  table  juft  below  the  chair  : 
the  Members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  never 
had  any  Robes  as  the  Lords  erer  had,  except 
the  Speaker  and  Clerks,  who  in  the  houfe 
wear  Gowns  as  profeflbrs  of  the  Law  do 
during  the  Terms.  And  the  Commohs  cannot 
vote  by  proxy  as  the  Lords,  they  being  only 
themfelves  proxy  for  other  people ;  nor  is 
the  Speaker  to  give  his  vote  unlefs  the  houfe 
is  equally  divided. 


TREATISE 

ON    THE    LAW    OF 

ELECTIONS. 

THE  chief  Laws  concerning 
the  Elecftion  of  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgesses  to  Par- 
liament, may  be  reduced  to  three 
pointSj  namely, 

I.     Proceedings    previous    to,    and 
at  the  time  of  Eledion.  a 

11.  Qualifications  of  the  Candidates. 

IIL   Qualifications  of  the  Eleftors, 

To  which  is  added  the    Laws    that 

relate     to     Polling,     return    of   the 

Writ,  the   privilege  of  the  Members, 

and   the  continuance  of   Parliament. 

Together 
B 
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Together  with  forms  of  the 
different  Oaths  neceffary  to  be  taken 
on  fuch  occafions. 

And  firft  of  Matters 
previous  to  an  Ele£iion. 

p'^oce'edingto      ^1  ^hc  7th  and  8th  Wm.  chap  .25. 
atiEieaion   j^    jg    cnadcd    that   when    any    new 

III  Counties.  ,  n      11  r  i 

Parliament  mall  be  fummoned,  there 
fhall  be  40  days  between  the  tefte  and 
return  of  the  Writ,  and  as  well  upon 
the  calling  any  new  Parliament  as 
upon  a  vacancy  in  Parliament  time, 
the  Writ  fhall  be  delivered  to  the 
proper  Officer  to  whom  the  Ex- 
ecution thereof  doth  belong,  and  to  no 
other  Perfon  ;  and  every  fuch  Officer 
upon  receipt  of  the  Wnt  fhall  indorfe 
thereon  the  day  that  he  received  it. 

And  upon  an  Eleilion  of  a  Knight 
of  the  Shire,  the  Sheriff  fhall  within 
two  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  Writ 

caufe 
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caufe  proclamation  to  be  made,  at  the 
place  where  the  enfuing  Eledion ought 
to  beholden,  of  afpecial  County  Court 
to  be  there  holden  for  the  purpofc  of 
fuch  Eledlion  only,  on  any  day 
(  Sunday  excepted  )  not  later  from  the 
day  of  making  fuch  proclamation  than 
the  fixteenth  day,  nor  fooner  than  the 
tenth  day  ;  and  fhdl  proceed  in  fuch 
Election  at  fuch  fpecial  County  Court, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  faid 
Eledion  was  to  be  held  in  a  County 
Court  on  an  adjournment  thereof,  ac- 
coxdiug  to  the  Laws  now  in  being. 

25   .Geo.   3d.  c.   84.  fee.   5. 

Provided  that  the  ufual  County 
Court  for  all  other  purpofes,  or  any 
adjournment  thereof,  may  be  held  and 
proceeded  in  by  the  Sheriff,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  time  and 
places,  as  if  the  Writ  for  the  Eledion 
of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  had  not 
been  received. 

And 


C     4     ] 

And  the  SherifF  (hall  appoint  fuch 
taidngth^  number  of  Clerks  as  he  ftiall  think 
^''^^'  fit  for  to  take  the  poll,  in  the  prefence 

of  himfvlf  or  deputy,  which  Clerks 
before  they  begin  to  take  the  poll  fhall 
be  fworn  by  the  SherifF  or  under 
SherifF,  truly  and  indifFcrently  to  take 
the  poll  and  to  fet  down  the  names  of 
each  Freeholder  and  the  place  of  his 
Freehold,  and  for  whom  he  fhall  poll, 
and  to  pcU  no  Freeholder  who  i§  not 
fworn,  if  fo  required  by  any  of  the 
Candidates, 

7.  and  8.   Wm.   3;  c.   25.  fee.    3. 

And   the    SherifF  fhall    admit  one 
npc  ors.    p^j.|-Q^   |*^j.    ^^^]^  Candidate  to  be  in- 

fpeftor    of   the    Clerks. 

And  the  SherifF,  fhall   caufe  to  be 

^    ,      ,   erected,   at  the  e xpence  of  the  Can- 
Booths  to  be   , .  ,  r     1  1  r  Tk       1        r 
beercded.    didatcs,   luch   number  ot  Booths    tor 

taking  the  poll,   as   they  or  any  of 

them 
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them  fhall,  three  days  at  lead  before 
the  commencementof  the  poll,  defire, 
not  exceeding  the  number  of  hundrecs 
or  other  like  divifion,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  in  the  whole,  and 
fhall  aiHx,  on  the  moft  public  part 
of  each,  the  name  of  the  hundred, 
for    which    fuch    Booth    is  defigncd. 

18.   Geo.   2.  c.    1 8,   fee.    5; 

And  fliall  make  out  a  lift  for  each 
Booth  of  the  fcveral  Towns,  Pariilies, 
or  Hamlets ;  wholly  or  in  part  withia 
fuch  hundred,  and  {hall  on  requeft 
deliver  a  Copy  to  any  df  the  Can- 
didaies  paying  for  the  lame  2s. 

And  fhall  appoint  Clerks  to  each 
Booth'to  take  the  poll,  who  (liall  be 
paid  by  the  Candidates,  not  exceeding 
each  One  Guin  a  a  cJay, 

And  the  Sheriff  fl^ull  allow  a  cbecr^e  ^^ 

-       ,  Cheqtre 

Bo  >k  for  every    poll    Rovok    vor       ;ch  Book. 
Candidate,    to     be    kept     by     t  .tir 

iafpccturs 
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infpedors  at  every  place  where  the 
poll  fhall  be  taken. 


With  refpefl:  to  Cities,  Boroughs, 
and  Towns  corporate,  the  fherifF,  or 
BoroughV,  other  officer  who  received  the  Writ 
eorporat^!"^  fl^^U  forthwith  upoH  rcccipt  thereof 
make  out  a  precept  to  each  Borough, 
Town  corporate  or  place,  within  his 
Jurifdidion,  where  any  Members  are 
to  be  elefted  ;  and  within  three  days 
( and  in  the  cinque  ports  within  fix 
days )  after  receiptof  the  faid  Writ^ 
fhall  by  himfelf  or  proper  Agent  deliver 
the  precept  to  the  proper  officer  of 
fuch  Borough,  Town  corporate,  or 
place  within  his  Jurifdidion,  to 
whom  the  Execution  of  fuch 
precept  doth  belong,  and  to  no  other 
perfon  whatfoever  ;  And  every  fuch 
officer  fhall  indorfe  the  day  of  his 
receipt  thereof  in  the  prefence  of  the 
party  of  whom  he  received  the  fame 

and 
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and  fliall  forthwith  caufe  public 
Notice  to  be  given  of  the  time  and 
place  of  Election,  and  fhall  proceed 
to  the  Eledion  within  8  days  after 
receipt  of  the  precept,  and  give  four 
days  notice  at  leaft  of  the  day  ap- 
pointed   for  the  Eledion. 

7.  and  8.  Wm.  c.   25,  fee.   i. 

And  in  a  City  or  Town  being  a 
County  of  itfelf,  the  Sheriff  fhall 
forthwith  on  receipt  of  the  Writ  give 
public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
Eledlion,  and  proceed  to  Election 
thereupon  within  eight  days  after 
receipt  of  the  Writ,  and  give  three 
days  notice  thereof  at  leaft,  exclufive 
of  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  the  Writ 
and  of  the  day  of  Election;  and  the 
Sheriff  fhall  allow  a  cheque  Book  for 
every  poll  Book  for  each  Candidate, 
to  be  kept  by  their  infpedors  at  the 
place  of  taking  the  poll. 

19.  Geo,    2.  c.   28.  fee.  6.   7. 

Freedom 
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Freedom  ofEle6iion. 

By  the  3d.  Edw.   i.  c.  5. 

Beciufe  Eledlions  ought  to  be  frccj 
the  King  commandeth  upon  great 
forfeiture  that  no  man  by  force  of 
Arms,  nor  by  malice  ormenacing,  fhall 
difturb  any  to  make  free  Lledion* 

And  by  the  declaration  of  rights  it 
is  infifted,  That  Eleftions  of  Members 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  free,  and 
that  freedom  of  fpeech  and  debates 
or  proceedings  in  Parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  qxieftioned  in 
any  Court  or  place  out  of  Parliament. 

And  by  the  8.  G^o.  2A.  c.  30. 
on  notice  of  an  Eleftion  the  fecretarjr 
at  War,  fhall  iffue  orders  for  the 
removal  of  all  Soldiers  quartered  in 
any  City,  Town,  or  Borough  where 
fuch  tledion  fhall  be,  one  day  at  leaft 
before,  to  the  diftance  of  two  or  more 

Miles, 
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Miles  and  not  to  return  till  after  the 
poll  fhall  be  taken  and  ended.  But 
this  not  extend  to  the  Liberty  of 
Weftminfter  in  refped  of  his  Majefty's 
Guards  nor  to  any  Caftle  or  fortified 
place  whereaGarrifon  is  ufually  kept, 
nor  to  any  officer  or  foldier  having  a 
right  to  vote  at  fuch  Eledioii. 

By    the   9.    Ann.    c.    10.   fee.   44.    NoOffice^ 

No  officer  of  the  Post  Office,  fliall  pj^'  q^^ 

bv    word    mefTage  or  writing^    or  in  Exdfc,  or 

,  tD  D^  Culloms,  to 

any  other  manner,  endeavour  to  per^  intermed- 
fuadc  any  Eledor  to  give,  or  diffuade  EreaLs. 
any  Ele(3:or  from  giving  his  vote  in 
any  Eledion.  And  by  the  5.  VVm. 
c.  20.  and  g.  Ann.  c.  11.  fee.  49. 
therein  the  like  provifion  with  refpeil 
to  the  Officers  of  Excife.  And  the 
like  by  the  12,  and  13.  Wm.  c.  10: 
with  refpedl  to  the  Cufioms. 

Salification 
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Slualification    of  the 
Candidates. 

No    perfon   under  the  age  of  21 
fhall    be    capable    of   being  Elefted. 
^^'  7.  and  8.  Wm.  c.   25.  fee.   8.  And 

upon  complaint  of  any  Crime  in  a 
Member  and  proof  thereof,  the 
Members  may  adjudge  him  difabled, 
and  incapable  of  fitting  as  a  Member. 

Papift  ^^  Papift  fliall  fit   in  either  houfe 

of  Parliament. 

Nor  any  of  the  twelve  Judges, 
becaufe  they  fit  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
and  yet  on  the  Parliament  Roll.  31. 
Hen.  8.  Thorpe,  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  was  Speaker  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons. 

Clergymen  are  not  eligible  to  be 
Knights,  Citizens,  or  Burgefies  of 
Parliament,  they  being  of  another 
Body,  that    is,  of   the  Convocation. 

Nor 
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Nor  SherifFs  of  Counties  and  Mayors 
and  Bayliffs  of  Boroughs  in  their 
refpeftive  Jurifdidion,  (  as  being 
returning  Officers)  but  the  Sheriff 
of  any  County  is  eligible  to  be  a 
Knight  of  another. 

No  perfon   concerned  in    the  ma- 

^  r>       •  rn  Candidates 

nagement  or  any  Duties  or  1  a:5tes  being 
erefted  fince  1692,  except  the  Com- ^^'''"''"• 
miffioners  of  the  Treasury,  nor  any 
of  the  Offices  following,  viz. 
Commiffioners  of  Prizes,  Tran- 
sport, Sick  and  Wounded,  Wine 
Licences,  Navy  and  Victualling 
Secretaries  or  receivers  of  Prizes, 
Comptroller  of  the  Army  Accounts, 
Agents  for  Regiments,  Govenors  of 
Plantations  and  their  Deputies, 
Officers  of  Minorca  or  Gibralter, 
Officers  of  the  txcisE  or  Customs, 
Clerks  or  deputies  in  the  feveral 
Offices  of  the  Treasury,  Exchange, 
Navy,  Victualling,  Admiralty, 
Pay  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  Secretaries 

of 


Contradlors. 
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of  State,  Salt,  Stamps,  Appeals, 
Hackney  (>oaches,  Hawkers  and 
Pedlers,  nor  any  Perfons  that  hold 
any  new  Office  under  the  Crown, 
created  fince  1705,  are  capable  of 
being  Eltded  or  fitting  as  Members. 

I.  Black.    175. 

And  if  any  Member  fhall  accept 
of  an  Office  of  profit  from  the  Crown 
during  fuch  time  as  he  fhall  continue 
Member  (  Officers  of  the  Army  and 
NavY  excepted  )  his  Election  ftiall  be 
void,  and  a  new  Writ  {hall  iflue.  But 
he  iliall  be  capable  of  being  re-eleded. 

6.  Ann.  c.   7.  fee.   26. 

By  22.  Geo.  3.  c.  41.  All 
Perfons  holding  contrads  made  with 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy, 
Treasury,  Victualling  Office, 
or  Board  of  Ordinance,  for,  or  on 
account  of  public  fervice,  fhall  during 

the 


ers, 
Pleafure. 
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the  time  they  Ihall  hold  fuch  Con^ 
tracts,   be  incapable  of  being  eleded, 
or  of  fitting  or  voting  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons, 

No  perfon  having  a   Penfion   from  p^^^^^^ 
the  Crown  during  pleafure^  fliall    be  ^""n 
capable  of  being  eleded. 

4.  Ann.   c.    8. 

And  by  the  i.  Geo.    r.  c.   56.    if 

any  man  having  a  Penfion  from  thefoTaTemof 
Crown  for  any  Term  or  number  of '^^^''' 
Years,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in 
truft  for  him,  fhall  be  eleded  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  fhall 
prefume  to  fit  and  vote,  he  fliall  for- 
teit  20I.  for  every  day. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  capable  to  fit 
or  vote  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  for 
a  County,  unlefs  he  hath  an  Eflate 
freehold  or  copyhold  for  his  life  or 
fomc  greater  Eftae  of  the  clear  yearly 

value 
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value  oi  Jix  hundred  pounds  nor  for 
a  City  or  Borough  unlefs  he  hath  a 
like  Eft  ate  of  three  hundred  pounds 
and  any  other  Candidate  or  two 
Eledors  may  upon  reafonable  requeft 
to  him  made  (at  the  time  of  the 
Eleftion,  or  before  the  day  prefixed 
for  the  meeting  of  Parliament)  require 
him  to  take  the  following  Oath. 


7.  A.  B.  do  fweary  that  I  truly  and 
Qualification  hona  fide^  have  fuch  an  EJiate  in 
EieS^&c.  Law  or  Equity^  to  and  for  my  own 

ufe  and  benefit y  of  or  in  Landsy 
^TenementSy  or  here,ditamentSy  over 
and  above  what  will  fatisfy  and 
clear  all  incumbrances  that  may 
affeB  the  fame  of  the  Annual  value 
of  above  reprizes   as 

doth  qualify  me  to  be  eleEied  and 
returned  to  ferve  as  a  Member  for 
the  of  according  to 

the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the 

aB 


AEi  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf 
and  that  my  /aid  Lands^  Tene-^ 
ments^  or  Heriditaments  are  lying 
or  being  within  the  Parijh^ 
Townjhip^  or  PrecinSi  of  ( as  the 
cafe  may  be  ) 

The  fame  to  be  adminiftred  by  the 
returning  Officer  or  two  Juftices,  who 
fliall  in  three  months  certify  the  fame 
into  the  Chancery  or  King's  Bench. 
But   this   not  to  extend  to  the  eldeft 

^r  ■¥-»  r  r       Exception. 

n   or  a    Peer,    nor  or    any    perron 

qualified    to  ferve   as    Knight  of  the 

Shire,   nor  to  the  Members  for  either 

of  the  two  Univerfitics.  9.  Ann.  c.  5. 

And  every  Member  before  he  {hall 
vote  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  or  fit 
their  during  any  debate  fhall  after  the 
Speaker  is  chofen,  deliver  in  at  the 
Table  in  the  middle  of  the  houfe 
whilft  the  houfe  is  there  fitting  with 

the 
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the  Speaker  in  the  Chair  an  account 
figned  by  fuch  Member  containing  the 
name  of  the  place  where  his  quali- 
fication lies,  declaring  the  fame  to  be 
of  the  annual  value  of  600I.  above 
reprizes,  if  a  Knight  of  a  Shire,  and 
300I.  if  a  Citizen,  Burgefs,  or  Baron 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  fhall  alfo 
at  the  fame  time  take  and  fubfcribe 
the  following  Oath. 

/.   A.  B.  do  fwear^  that  I  truly ^  and 
^u*aHfic'ation  boua  fide^    have  fuch  an  EJiate  i?t 

Eiea?on."^'°         Z/^w  or  Equity^  and  of  Juch  value 
to  and  for  my  own  tife  and  benefit^ 
of   or   in  Lands^     Tenements^    or 
Hereditaments^  over  and  above  what 
^  "ijoill  fatisfy  and  clear   all  incum- 

brances  that  may  affeSi  the  /ame^ 
as  doth  qualify  me  to  be  eleEied^ 
and  returned  to  ferve  as  a  Member 
for  the  place  1  am  returned  for  j 
according  to    the   tenor  and   true 

meaning 


Oith  of 
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meaning  of  the.  ASis  of  Parliament 
in  that  behalf.  And  that  Juch 
Lands ^  'Tenements^  or  Herediia" 
mentSy  do  lie  as  defcribed  in  the 
paper  or  account  figned  by  me^  and 
now  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons. 

So  help  me  GOD. 

But    this  fliall   not   extend   to  the  Exception. 
cldcfl:  fon,  or  heir  apparent  of  a  Peer, 
or  oi  any  perfon  qualified  to  ferve  as 
a   Knight   of    a    Shire,     or    to    the 
Members  of  either  of  the  Univerfities. 

33.  Geo.    2,  c.   20. 
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Knights  of  the  Shire  are  four  Shillings 
a  day,  of  Citizens  Burgeffes  two 
Shillings  a  day. 

Salification 
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Salification  of  the 
EleSlors. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  admitted  to  vote 
"^^^  under  the  age  of  Twenty -one  Years. 

li  Geo.   I.  c.   13. 

No  perfon  convifted  of  Perjury, 
or  fubornation  of  Perjury,  fhall  be 
capable  of  voting  in  any  Elcftion. 

Aliens  can  have  no  vote  ;  But  by 
AUcnsno  25.  Edw.  3.  fcc.  7.  and  7.  Ann.  c.  5. 
^'''^'         Children     born     of    Britifh   Parents 

are  entitled  to    the   rights  of  natural 

born  fubjeds,  and  by 

4.  Geo.   2d.  c.   21, 

This  privilege  is  extended  to  fuch 
Children,  whofe  Fathers  at  the  time 
of    their    birth   w^re    natural    born 

fubjeits 
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fubjeds,  and  not  attainted  or  banifhed 
for  high  Trcafon,  or  in  the  fervice  of 
an  Enemy  ;  and  that  by 

13,   Geo.    3.   C.    21, 

The  Children  of  the  male  offspring 
of  fuch  natural  born  Fathers,  are  alfo 
intitled  to  the  rights  of  Engliflimcn. 

I.  Geo*  I,  c,  13,  No  Member 
fhall  vote  or  fit  in  either  houfe  till 
he  hath  in  the  prefence  of  the  houfe, 
taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  Sup- 
remacy, and  Abjuration,  and  fub- 
fcribed,  and  repeated  the  declaration 
againft  tranfubftantiation  and  invo- 
cation of  Saints  and  the  facrifice  of 
the  mafs. 

By  22.  Geo.   3.  c.  41.  No  perfon  Perfon  em- 
employed  in  the  managing  the  duties  Revenue''/  ^ 
of  Excise,  Customs^  Stamp  Duties, 
Salt,    House     and     Windows,     or 
revenue   of  the   Post  Office,    fhall 

be 
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be  capable  of  voting  for  a  Member  to 
fcrve  in  Parliament ;  and  if  he  fhall 
prefume  to  vote  during  the  time  that 
he  fhall  hpld  fuch  office  ;  or  within 
twelve  calendar  months  after  he 
fhall  have  ceafed  to  hold  the  fame, 
his  vote  fhall  be  void,  and  he  (hall 
forfeit  One  Hundred  Pounds. 

Freehold  of  By  thc  8.  H.  6.  c.  7.  Every 
40s.  a  Year,  gje^ior  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  fhall 
have  Land  or  Tenement  to  the  value 
of  40s  by  the  Year  ;  becaufe  that  Sum 
would  in  thofe  days,  with  proper 
induflryj  furnifh  all  the  necefTaries  of 
life,  and  render  the  Freeholder-  if  he 
pleafed  an  independent  Man. 

By  the  i8.  Geo.  2.  c.  18.  No 
perfon  fball  vote  for  a  Knight  of  the 
Shire^  without  having  a  Freehold 
Eftate  in  the  County,  of  the  clear  Yearly 
value  of  40s,  over  and  above  all  rents 
and  charges  payable  out  of  the  fame. 

But 
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But  Taxes  and  affefiments  iliall  not; 
be  deemed  a  charge  payable  out  of  the 
Lands. 

No  perfon  fliall  vote  for  any 
Eftate  which  was  granted  to  him 
fraudulently,  on  purpofe  to  qualify 
him  to  give  his  vote. 

i8.  Geo.   2.  c.   1 8.  fee.   5. 

And  all  fuch  Conveyances  fraudu- 
lently made  to  qualify  any  perfon  to  ^ 
vote,  fubjed:  to  Conditions  to  defeat  Conveyance, 
the  fame,  fliall  be  deemed  and  taken 
as  abfolute  againft  the  perfon  executing 
the  fame,  and  difcharged  of  all  Trufts, 
Conditions,  and  other  defeafances ; 
and  all  Bonds,  Covenants,  or  other 
fecurities  fgr  the  defeating  or  re-con- 
veying the  fame  fhall  be  void . 

iQ.  Ann.   G.   23.  fee.    i. 

All  Conveyances  to  multiply  voices, 
or  to  fplit  votesj  fhall  be  void;  and 
,no   more    than     one  voice    fhall    be 

admitted 
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admitted  for  one  and  the  fame  houfe 
or  Tenement, 

7.  and  8.  Wm*  c,  25.  fee.  7* 

No  pcrfon  fliall  vote  at  any  Eledioa 
more  than  once. 

18.  Geo.  2.  c.   18.  fec^  5, 

The  Mortgager  or  ceftui  que  trull 
Mortgage  or  fliall  vote,  and  not  the  Truftee  or 
Truft  Eftate.  Mortgagee  unlefs  they  be  in  adual 
poffefllon. 

7.  and  8,  Wm.  c.   25.  fee.  7* 

Huftands  of  Women  entitled  to 
Dower  out  of  the  Eftates  of  their 
former  Hufbands,  may  vote  in  refpedt 
thereof,  altho'  the  faid  Dower  hath  not 
been  fet  our  by  metes  and  bounds, 
provided  that  the  Dower  be  worth  40s. 
a  Year,  and  the  Hufband  be  in  the 
adual  receipt  of  the  profits  thereof. 

20.  Geo,   3.  c.  17,  fee.   12. 

And 
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And  to  guard  better  againft  frauds, 
no  perfon  fhall  vote  without  having 
been  in  the  adlual  poffeflion  of  the 
Eftate  for  which  he  votes,  or  in  the 
receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof, 
for  his  own  ufe  for  twelve  calender 
months  before ;  unlefs  the  fame  came 
to  him  by  defcent,  marriage,  marriage- 
fettlcmcnt,  devife,  or  promotion  to 
a  Benefice  or  Office* 

1 8.  Geo.  2.  c.   1 8.  fee.  5. 

No  perfon  fhall  vote  for  a  Knight 
of  the  Shire  in  refpeft  of  any  Meffua- 
ges,  Lands  or  Tenements  which  have 
not  for  fix  calendar  months  next  before 
fuch  Eledlion  been  affeffed  to  the 
Land  Tax  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the 
name  of  his  Tenant  occupying  the 
fame,  provided  that  this  fhall  not 
extended  to  annuities  or  fee  farm  rents 
(  duly  regiftred }  iffuing  out  of  the 
Pr^mifes,  nor  toany  perfon  who  became 

entitled 
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entitled  as  aforefaid  to  the  Premifes  by 
defcent,  marriage,  marriage  fettlement, 
devife  or  promotion  to  a  Benefice  or 
Office  within  twelve  calendar  months 
next  before  fueh  Eleftionj  butfuch 
perfon  fhall  be  intitled  to  vote,  if  the 
Premifes  have  been  affefled  within  two 
Years  next  before,  in  the  na.me  of  the 
relpe<3:ive  Owner  or  Occupier. 

20.  Geo.   3.  c.   17.  fee.   i.   2. 

And  if  any  perfon  fliall  hold  or 
occupy  any  Meffuages,  Lands,  or 
Tenements  belonging  to  different 
Owners,  the  fame  fhall  be  feparatly 
rated,  that  the  proportion  of  the 
Land  Tax  to  be  paid  by  each  feparate 
Owner  may  be  afcertained. 

And  the  AffeiTors  fhall  make  three  du- 
plicates of  fuch  afleffment,  and  fhall 
at  leafl  fourteen  days  before,  delivering 
the  afTefTments  to  the  CommifTioners, 

caufe 
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caiife  one  of  the  faid  duplicates,  of  a 
fair  Copy  thereof,  to  be  ftuck  up, 
upon  the  door  of  the  Church  or 
Chapel,  or  if  it  be  an  extra-parochial 
or  other  place  where  there  is  no 
Church  or  Chapel,  then  on  the  Door 
of  the  Church  or  Chapel  next  adjoining. 

And  the  faid  duplicates  fhall  be 
delivered  to  theCommiffionersat  their 
meeting  for  receiving  the  AffelTmentSo 

And  if  the  name  of  any  owner 
entitled  to  vote,  fhall  not  appear  to 
be  infcrted  in  the  Affeffment,  he  mav, 
on  giving  notice  in  writing  to  one  of 
the  Aflcfibrs,  appeal  to  the  faid 
Commiilioners,  who  (hall  amend  the 
Affeffment  as  they  fhall  fee  caufe  ; 
and  if  any  perfon  fhall  think  himfelf 
aggrieved  by  the  determination  of  the 
CommiTioners,  he  may  appeal  to  the 
next  SeiTions,   giving    ten  days  notice 

thereof 
E 
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thereof  to  one  of  the  CommifTioners 
who  figned  the  duplicate,  and  to  one 
of  the  AffefTors  of  the  place  where  the 
Eftate  lies ;  and  the  Seffions  may 
award  cofts  to  either  of  the  parties 
and  by  their  order  or  warrant,  levy 
the  fame  by  diftrefs ;  and  if  the  faid 
CommifTioners,  or  the  Juftices  in 
Seffions,  upon  any  appeal  before  them 
refpedively  fhall  find  it  requifite  to 
infert  the  names  of  any  perfons  who 
have  been  improperly  omitted,  fuch 
perfons  fhall  be  deemed  to  be  rated  as 
effedually  as  if  their  names  had  been 
originally  inferted. 

And  the  Gommiffioners  fhall  caufe 
one  of  the  duplicates  fo  amended 
( after  having  been  figned  and  fealed 
by  the  faid  Gommiffioners  or  any 
three  of  them  )  to  be  returned  to  the 
AfTeffors,  who  fhall  within  ten  days 
deliver  the  fame  to  the  chief  Gon- 
ftable,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  fame, 

and 
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and  the  chief  Conftable  /hall  deliver 
upon  Oath  fuch  duplicate  without 
alteration  at  the  next  Seffions  in  open 
Court,  rhe  firft  day  of  the  Seffions,  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  peace,  to  be  hy  him 
filed  and  kept  amongft  the  Records. 
And  if  the  AffefTor  fhall  not  deliver 
fuch  duplicate,  fo  amended,  to  the 
chief  Conftable  ;  or  if  the  chief  Con- 
ftable fhall  neglect  to  deliver  the  fame 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  wilfully 
alter  the  fame,  he  fhall  forfeit  5/. 
And  at  the  Michaelmas  Seffions  year- 
ly, the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  fhall  ex- 
amine whether  all  the  faid  duplicates 
refpedively  have  been  delivered  for 
that  year ;  and  if  it  fhall  appear 
that  any  fuch  duplicates  havenot  been 
received  by,  or  delivered  to  fuch  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  by  the  chief  Conftables, 
he  ftiall  report  the  fame  to  the  Court, 
and  the  Court  fhall  immediately  im- 
pofe  the  faid  Fine  upon  the  chief  Con- 
ftable,   and  the  Clerk   of  the  Peace 

fliall 
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fiiall  give  him  immediate  notice  there- 
of J  and  if  not  immediately  paid, 
the  Juftices  at  fuch  Seflions  (hall  by 
order  of  Court  iffue  a  Warrant  of 
Diftrefs  for  the  recovery  thereof  di- 
refted  to  the  Conftable  of  the  Place 
where  fuch  chief  Conftable  fhall 
dwell.  But  if  the  chief  Conftable 
fhall  make  oath  at  fuch  SeflionSj  that 
fuch  duplicate  was  not  delivered  to 
him  by  the  AffejGTor,  the  faid  Fine 
fhall  be  impofed  upon  fuch  AfltfTor  or 
Afleffors,  and  the  Juftices  fhall  by 
order  of  Court  iffue  a  Warrant  of  Di- 
ftrefs for  the  recovery  thereof  direfted 
to  the  Conftable  of  the  place,  or  fuch 
other  perfon,  as  they  ftiall  think  pro- 
per ;  and  Ihall  require  the  chief  Con- 
ftable to  give  notice  to  fuch  Aflcfibr 
of  the  faid  Fine  being  impofed,  who 
ihall  within  14  days  gi/e  fuch  notice 
accordingly  ;  and  if  fuch  Afleflbrs 
or  one  of  them  (hall  not  deliver  fuch 
duplicate  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 

within 
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within  ten  days  after  fuch  notice, 
then  the  Warrant  of  Diftrefs  fhall  be 
put  in  Execution  againft  fuch  Affeffor 
accordingly.  But  if  the  Affeffor, 
fhalJ,  within  ten  days  after  fuch 
notice,  produce  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
peace  the  chief  Conftable's  receipt 
for  fuch  duplicate,  then  the  fine  fhall 
be  levied  on  the  faid  chief  Conftable 
as  aforefaid,  which  faid  fines  when 
recovered,  fhall  be  paid  to  the  Trca- 
furer,  and  applied  as  part  of  the 
County  Stock* 

And  when  any  Affeffment  fhall  not 
have  been  made  by  the  Affcffors  and 
returned  to  the  chief  Conftable  and 
by  him  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 
the  Juftices  in  Seffions,  or  any  two 
Juftices  out  of  Seffions  may  order  fuch 
Affeffments  forthwith  to  be  made  and 
returned  in  manner  aforefaid. 

And 
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And  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all 
perfons  at  any  feafonable  time  to  in- 
fped  the  duplicates  in  the  hands  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  paying  is  for 
each  infpedion,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  fhall  on  demand  deliver  Copies 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof, 
(  figned  by  him,  purporting  the  fame 
to  be  a  true  Copy )  being  paid  at  the 
rate  of  6d  for  every  3Q0  words,  which 
faid  duplicates  or  Copies  thereof  ilgned 
as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  the  duplicates  of 
any  Afleffment  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Commiffioners,  or  in  the  poffeffion  of 
th^  Receiver  General,  or  a  copy  of  the 
faid  duplicates  figned  by  fuch  Com- 
miffioners, and  purporting  the  fame  to 
be  a  true  Copy,  fhall  be  admitted  as 
legal  evidence.  And  after  ifluing  the 
Writ  for  the  Eleftion,  the  Clerk  of 
the  peace,  or  his  deputy,  fhall  attend 
gratis  from  day  to  day,  from  the  hour 
of  nine  in  the  forenoon  to  three  in 
the  afternoon,  at  the  place  where  the 

Records 
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Records  are  ufually  kept  from  the 
time  of  delivering  of  fuch  notice,  to 
the  day  immediately  preceding  the 
day  of  Election ,  for  the  purpofe  of 
infpecaing  and  making  copies.  And 
if  he  fhall  fail  of  his  duty  in  any  of 
the  faid  particulars,  he  fhall  forfeit 
500/.  with  full  Cofts,  to  the  party 
grieved,  if  the  Adion  be  brought 
within  two  months  or  otherwife  to  any 
perfon  who  fhall  fue  within  twelve 
calendar  months,  and  fliall  alfo  forfeit 
his  Office,  and  be  incapacitated  for 
holding  the  like  Office  for  the  future. 

And  laftly  the  Clerk  of  the  peace 
fhall,  on  reafonable  notice,  attend  the 
Eleftion  for  every  Knight  of  the  Shire, 
with  the  original  duplicates,  at  the 
requeft  of  any  Candidate,  paying  to 
him  after  the  rate  of  Two  Guineas 
for  each  day  of  his  attendance,  and 
IS.    6d.   a   mile    for   the    Cofls  and 

Charges 
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Charges  of  his  Journey  from  the 
place  of  his  abode  to  and  from  the 
place  of  Eledion. 

Every  Freeholder  before  he  is  ad- 
mitted to  poll  foi*  Knight  of  a  Shire, 
fhail  if  required  by  a  Candidate  or 
any  Eledor^  take  the  following  Oath 
(to  beadminiflredby  the  Sheriff^  under 
Sheriff  or  one  of  the  fworn  Clerks ) 
Oath  to  be  you  jhull  fwear  ( or  being  a  Quaker ) 
Freeholder  you  jhali  fokmnly  affirm  that  you  'are 

VzJ.lTi' ^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  County  of 

Voting.       and  have  a   Freehold^  EJlate   confijling 

of  (  fpecifying  the  nature  of  fuch 

Freehold  Eftate,  whether  Meffuage, 
Land,  Rent,  Tythe  or  what  elfej 
and  if  fuch  Freehold,  confifts  in 
Meffuages,  Lands  or  Tythes ;  there 
fpecifying  in  whofe  occupation  the 
fame  are,  and  if  in  Rent,  there: 
fpecifying  the  names  of  the  Owners 
or  poffclTors  of  the  Lands  or  Tene- 
ments, out  of  which  fuch  Rents  is 
iffuing  or  of  fome   or  one    of  them  ) 

lying 
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lyi/7or  or  being  at  i^i  the  County 

of  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 

40J*,    over    and  above  all  Refits  and 

Charges  payable  out  of  or  in  refpeSl  of 

the  fame ;   a?id  that  you  have  been  in 

a&ual  poffeffwn  or  receipt  of  the  Rents 

or  profits  thereof^  for  your  own  ufe  above 

twelve  calendar  months^   or    that    the 

fame  came  to  you  within  the  time  afore- 

faid^   by  defcent^   marriage^   marriage^ 

fettlement^     devize  or  promotion  to   a. 

Benefice  in  the  Churchy   or  by  promotion 

to  an    Office  j   and  that  fuch  Freehold 

Eflate  hath  not  been  granted^   or  made 

to  you  fraudulently  ^  on  purpoje  to  qualify 

you  to  give  your  vote^   and  that  the  place 

of  your  abode    is    at  in 

a?td  that  you  are  2\   years 

of  age  as  you  believe^  and  that  you  have 

not  polled  before  at  this  Eleclion, 

And 
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And  if  he  fallifies,  he  fliall  fuffer  as 
in  cafes  of  perjury. 

i8.   Geo.   2.  c.    i8.  fee.    i. 

And  the  Sheriff  and  Clerks  fhall 
enter  not  only  the  place  of  his 
Freehold,  but  alfo  the  place  of  his 
abode  •  as  he  fhall  declare  the  fame 
at  the  time  of  giving  his  vote  and 
enter  Jurat  again  ft  the  name  of  every 
fuch  voter  who  hath  taken  the    Oath. 

ID.   Ann.   c.    23.   fee.   5. 

And  the  aforefaid  Aft  of  1.8.  Geo. 
2.  c.  18.  fhall  extend  to  Cities  and 
Towns  that  are  Counties  of  themfelves, 
where  perfons  have  a  right  to  vote  in 
refped;  of  a  Freehold  of  40J.  a  year  ; 
but  not  where  they  have  a  right  to 
vote   in   refpedl    of  burgage     tenure. 


19.   Geo.    2.  c.   28. 


The 
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The  right  of  Eledion  in  Boroughs 
is  various,  depending  entirely  on 
the  feveral  Charters,  Cuftoms,  and 
Conftituents  of  the  refpedive  places 
which  has  occafioned  infinite  difputes : 

But  by  the  Stat.    2.   Geo.    2.  c.    24. 
The  right   of  voting   for   the  future 
fhall   be  allow^ed,    according    to    the 
laft  determination    of    the   houfe    of 
Commons. 

No  perfon  claiming  as   a    Freeman 

-r- 1     o  •  r  ^  •  No  Perfon  to 

to  vote  at  an  iLlection  tor  any  City,  vote  for  any 
Town,  Port,  or  Borough,  fhall  be  ^l^^f " 
admitted  to  poll,  unlefs  he  hath  been  J^^l,^^^^ 

I       .  ,  I  .  ,  11^^  Freedom 

admitted  to  his  Freedom  i  2    calendar  twelve 
months    before    the  firft  day  of    the  before  the 
Eleftion  ;   and  if  he  fhall  prefume  to  ^''''^^"• 
vote  contrary  hereto,   he   fhall  forfeit 
100/.  and  his  vote  fhall  be. void  ;   and 
if    any    perfon    fhall    antedate    fuch 
admifTion  he  fhall  forfeit  500/. 

3.  Geo.   3.   c.   15. 

Provided 
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Provided  that  nothing  herein  fhall 
Exception,  extend  to  the  Cities  of  London  or 
Norwich,  nor  to  any  perfon  entitled 
to  his  J^reedom  by  birth,  Marriage,  or 
fervitude,  according  to  the  ciiftom  of 
fuch  City,   Town,   Port,  or  Borough. 

And  no  perfon    fhall  be   admitted 
to  vote  at  any   Eledion  for  any  City 

Inhabitants  ^  *        "^  •     i      i   •  • 

Of  a  Borough  or  Borough,   as   an  mnabitant  paying 
and'bttrbe  Scot  and   Lot,  or   inhabitant,   houfe- 
MonLhs  ^'^    holder,   houfe-keeper,  and  pot-waller, 
previous  to    legally    fettled   or    refient    or   as     an 
inhabitant  thereof  unlefs  he  fhall  have 
been   aftually,  and    bona  jide^  an  in- 
habitant within  fuch  City  or  Borough, 
for  fix  calender    months    previous    to 
the  day  of  Eleftion  ;   and    fuch  vote 
fhall    be    null  and  void  and  he   fhall. 
forfeit    20/.   to    be  recovered    in    the 

Exception.       Courts     of     WESTMINSTER    within   il.t 

months,  Provided  that  the  fame  fhall 
not  extend  to  any  perfon  who  fhall 
acquire  the  poffeflion  of  any  houfe  in 

fuch 
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luch  City  or  Borough  by  defcent, 
devile,  marriage,  or  marriage-fettle- 
ment,  or  promotion  to*  any  Office  or 
Benefice  ;  and  this  fhall  relate  only 
to  perfons  who  claim  to  vote  as  inhabi- 
tants in  manner  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall 
rtot  extend  to  any  other  defcription 
of  perfons  who  may  claim  to  vote  by 
any  other  title  or  by  any  other  fuper- 
added  qualification. 

26.  Geo.   3.  c.   100.  fee.    r.   2. 

No  perfon  fhall  vote  in  the  Eleftion 
of  a  Knight  of  a  Shire,  or  Member 
for  a  City  or  Town,  being  a  County 
of  itfelf  in  refped  of  any  Annuity 
or  Rent-charge,  unlefs  regiftered 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  or  Town- 
clerk,  1 2  Months  before  the  Eledion 
as  follows.     I  A.  B.  of  am 

really^,  and  bona  fide^  feizedof  an  An-  ooth  of  a 

-n  1  r  r  voterrefped- 

nutty^  or  Kent-charge^  jor  my  o'-Jdn  ^^ing  Annuity. 
and  benefit y   of  the  clear  yearly  value  chart"e 
^  40s,    above    all  rents  and  charges 
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payable  out  of  the  fame ^  wholly  ijfuing 
out  of  freehold  Lands ^  Tenements^  or 
Hereditaments  belonging  to  CD.  of 
fituate^  lyings  arid  being  in 
the  parifhy  townfhipy  or  place^  or  in  the 
parifhes^  townfbips^  or  places  of  "E^  in 
the  County  of  without  any  truft^ 

agreement^  matter^  or  things  to  the  con- 
trary notwithflanding  ;  and  /,  or  the 
perfon  or  perfons  under  whom  I  claim ^ 
was  or  were  feized  of  the  f aid  annuity 
or  rent-charge^  before  the  firfl  day  of 
June  1763. 

And  a  like  certificate  fhall  be  enter- 
ed   (  mutatis  mutandis  )    where  fuch 
rent-charge    came   by   defcent,   mar- 
riage,  devize,    or  promotion  to  a  be- 
nefice or  office. 

3.  Geo.  3.  chap.  24.  fee.  i,   2. 

And  no  perfon  fhall  vote  at  fuch 
eleftion,  in  refped  of  any  annuity  or 
rent-charge  granted  after  June  i, 
1763,  unlefs  a  memorial  of  the  grant 

of 
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of  fuch  annuity  or  rent-charge  fliall 
have  been  regiftered  with  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  or  town-clerk  1 2  calend- 
ar months,  at  leaft,  before  the  firft 
(Jay  of  fuch  eledion. 


Which  Memorial  fhall  be  written 
on  parchment,  and  directed  to  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  or  town-clerk, 
and  fhall  be  under  the  hand  and  feal 
of  the  grantor,  and  attefted  by  two 
witneffes,  one  whereof  to  be  one  of 
the  witneffes  to  the  execution  of  fuch 
grant,  which  witnefs  fhall  upon  oath, 
before  fuch  clerk,  prove  the  fealing 
and  delivery  of  the  grant,  and  the 
iigning  and  fealing  of  the  memorial. 


And  the  faid  memorial  fhall  con- 
tain the  day  and  year  of  the  date, 
and  the  names,  additions,  and  abodes 
of  the  parties  and  witneffes,     and  all 

the 


[   40   ] 

the  lands  and  tenements  out  of  which 
the  rent-charge  iffues,  and  the  place 
where  they  lie. 

And  the  grant  (hall  at  the  time  of 
entering  the  memorial  be  produced 
to  fuch  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  town- 
clerk,  who  fhall  indorfe  thereon  a 
certificate,  in  which  fhall  be  men- 
tioned the  day  and  year  on  which 
fuch  memorial  {hall  be  entered. 

And  no  perfon  fhall  vote  by  reafon 
of  an  aflignment  of  fuch  annuity  or 
rent-charge,  without  the  certificate, 
entry,  and  memorial,  of  fuch  grant 
and  aflignment,  as  in  cafe  of  an  orig- 
inal grant. 

The  Clerk  of  the  peace,  or  town- 
clerk,  to  have  for  the  entry  of  fuch 
cetificate  one  fhilling,  and  of  the 
memorial  2s  ;  for  fear ch  thereof  is  ; 
and  for  copies,  at  the  rate  of  6d.  for 
every  200  words. 


men:. 
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No  Candidate  after  tefle  of 
the  writ  of  fummons,  or  after  a 
place  becomes  vacant  in  parliament- 
time,  {hall,  by  himfelf,  or  by  any 
other  ways  or  means,  on  his  behalf, 
or  at  his  charge  before  his  Ele6lion, 
diredily  or  indireftly  give^  or  promife 
to  give  to  any  Eledor  any  money, 
meat,  drink,  provifion,  prefent,  re-^^,^^Jl^^^^^^ 
ward  or  entertainment  to,   or  for  fuch  tciieof  the 

'  Writ  to  give 

EleAor  in  particular,  or  to  any  County,  Entemin- 
City,  Town,  Borough,  Port,  or 
place  in  general,  in  order  to  his  being 
Elcded,  on  pain  of  being  incapable 
to  ferve  for  that  place  in  Parliament. 
And  if  any  money,  gift,  office,  em- 
ployment orreward  be  given  or  promi- 
fed  to  be  given  to  any  voter  at  any  time  in 
ordertoinfluencehim  togive,orwithold 
his  vote  as  well  he  that  takes,  as  he  that 
ofFers  fuch  bribe,  forfeits  5 col.  and  is  for 
ever  difabled  from  voting  and  holding 
any  office  in  any  Corporation,  unlefs 
before   conviftion,     he   will    difco-^er 

fome 
G 
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fome  offender  of  the  fame  kind  ;  and 
then  he  is  indemnified  for  his  own 
offence.  And  there  is  an  inftance  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  where 
one  Thomas  Longe  acknowledged  he 
had  given  the  returning  officer  for  the 
Borough  for  which  he  was  chofen  four 
pounds  to  be  returned.  But  for  this 
offence  the  Borough  was  amerced,  the 
Member  removed,  and  the  ofEcer 
fined  and  imprifoned. 

By  the  2.  Geo.  2.  c.  24.  (which 
is  required  to  be  read  by  the  returning 
officer  immediately  after  reading  the 
writ,  andalfo  atEafter  Seffions  yearly, 
for  any  County  or  City,  and  at  every 
Eledion  of  the  chief  Magiftrate  in  any 
Borough,  Town  Corporate,  or  Cin- 
que-port. )  Every  perfon  before  he  is 
admitted  to  poll,  fhall,  if  required 
by  either  of  the  Candidates,  or  any 
two  Eledors,  take  the  following 
Oath,  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  re- 
turning officer  or  his  deputy. 

I.  A,  B. 
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I.  A.  B.  do  fwedr  (  or  being  a 
Quaker  )  do  folemnly  affirm^  I  have  g^jbery 
not  received  or  had  by  myjelf^  or  any  ^^'^'^^ 
perfon  whatfoever  in  truji for  me^  or 
for  my  ufe  and  benefit^  dire&ly  or  in- 
direSily^  any  fum  or  fums  of  money ^ 
office^  place  or  employment^  gift  or 
reward^  or  any  promfe  or  fecurity  for 
any  money ^  ^ffi^^^y  employ?nent  or  gifty 
in  order  to  give  my  vote  at  this  EleBion^ 
and  that  I  have  not  before  polled  at  this 
EleBion. 

And  if  any  perfon  £hall  take  any 
money  or  reward,  or  contraft,  or 
agree  for  any  money,  gift,  office, 
employment  or  other  reward,  to  give 
or  forbear  to  give  his  vote ;  he  fhall 
forfeit  500/. 

And  in  all  cafes  v^here  no  Oath  of 
qualification,  other  than  the  faid  Oath 
againft  Bribery  or  the  Oath  of 
allegiance,  fupremacy,  and  abju- 
ration can  now  by  Law  be  required, 
every  perfon  claiming  to  give  his  vote^ 
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fliall  ( if  required  as  aforefaid  )  before 
he  is  admitted  to  poll  take  the  fol- 
lowing Oath. 

/  do  [wear  or  affirm^  that  my  name 
is  A.  B.  and  that  I  am  [  fpecifying 
the  addition,  proFeffion  or  trade  of 
fuch  perfon  )  and  that  the  place  of  my 
abode  is  at  in  the  County  of 

Oath  as  to  [and  if  it  is  in  a  Town  of  more 
Tnd  not^'  Stret. ts  than  one  fpecifying  what  Street] 
before^^°iid^  ^'^^  '^^^^  ^  ^^^^  not^^cfore  poLlcd  at  this 
being  of  age  RteSiion  \  and  thoA  I  verily  believe  my-- 
fetf  to  be  of  the  full  age  of ''21  years. 

25.  Geo.   3.  c.   84.  fee.  5 


Polling. 


The  returning  officer,  before  he 
lliall  proceed  to  an  Elddion,  fhall 
immediately  after  reading  the  writ, 
take  and  fubfcribe  the  following  Oath 
which  may  be  adminiftered  to  him  by  a 
Juftice  of  peace  or  any  three  Electors. 

I.    A,    B, 
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I.  A.  B.  do  folemnly  /weary  that 
I  have  not  direBly^  or  indireBly^ 
received  any  fum  or  fums  of  mo7tey^ 
office,  place  ar  employment,  gratuity  or  ^^^'^^^^^^ 
reward,  cr  any  bond,  bill  or  note,  or 
any  promife  of  gratuity  whatfoever^ 
either  by  myfelf  or  any  other  perfon  to 
my  ufe  and  benejit  or  adva^Uage  for 
snaking  any  return  at  the  prefent  EleSiion 
to  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  I  and 
that  I  will  return  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  Jhall  to  the  beji  of  my 
judgement  appear  to  me  to  have  the 
majority  of  legal  votes. 

Which    Qath     fliall     be     entered 
amongftithe  Records  of  the  Seflions. 
2.  Gto.  2.  c,   24.  fee.  ,5. 

And  if  the  Eledion    Ihall  not   be 
determined    upon   view,   but  a   poll  fontkTeno 
demanded,  the  fame  fhail   commence  ^^°'^^^^"*5 
on  the  day  on  which  the    demand    is 
made,  or  upon  the  next  day  at  fartheft 

unlefs 
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(unlefs  it  be  a  Sunday  and  then  the 
day  after )  and  fhall  be  duly  and  re- 
gularly proceeded  in  from  day  to  day 
(  Sundays  excepted  )  untill  the  fame 
fhall  be  finifhed  but  fo  as  not  to  con- 
tinue more  than  fifteen  days  at  moft 
(  Sundays  excepted  )  and  if  the  fame 
fhall  continue  for  fifteen  days,  then  to 
be  finally  clofed  before  the  hour  of 
three  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 


And  every  returning  officer,  unlefs 

kept  open  7  prevented  by    fome   anavoidable  ac- 

hours  a  day.  cidcnt,  fhall  caufc  the  faid  poll  to  be 

kept  open  for  feven  hours  at  leafl  in 

each  day,  between   8    in  the  morning 

and  8  at  night. 

25.  Geo.  3. 

And  every  perfon,  employed   as   a 
poll  Clerk,  fhall   before  he  begins  to 
take^fuch  poll  be  fvvorn  by   fuch   re- 
turning 
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turning  officer  truly  and  indifFerently 
to  take  the  faid  poll,  and  to  fet  down 
the  name  of  each  voter  and  his  ad- 
dition, profeffion,  or  trade  and  the 
place  of  his  abode,  and  for  whom  he 
fhall  poll. 

And  fuch  votes  fhall  be  deemed 
legal  which  hath  been  fo  declared  by 
the  laft  determination  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  which  laft  determination 
concerning  any  County,  Ciiy, 
Borough,  Cinque  Port,  or  place,  fliall 
be  final   to   all  intents  and  purpofcs. 

7.  and  8,  Wm.  c.   25.  fee.  4. 
And     2.  Geo.   2.  c.   24. 

Return  of  the  JVrit. 

After  the  Eledion  the  name  of  the 
the  perfons  chofen  fliall  be  written  in 
an  Indenture  under  the  Seals  of  the 
Eledors  and  tacked  to  the  writ. 

7.  H.  4,  c.  15, 

Note 
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Note,  the  Indenture  is  generdlly 
ligned  by  forUe  of  the  principal  voters 
in  favor  of  the  Candidate  returned. 

And    the    returning  officet,    fhall 

immediately    after    the  final  clofe  of 

the    poll,    or  on   the  day.  next  after, 

truly,  fairly,    and    publickly  declare 

the  name  of  the  perfon  who  hath  the 

majority     of   the     votes,    and   fhall 

forthwith    make   a    return   of   futh 

Returning    pcrfoD,    unlefs  the  returning  ofRcei- 

matrarcTurn  ^pon    a    fcrutiny  being  demanded  by 

afterEieaion  ^  Candidate,  or  any  two  Eledlors  fhall 

andalfom  ^  rr  i  r 

cafe  of  a      deem  It  neceliary  to  grant  the  lame, 
raakeareturn  io  wliich  cafc  he  fhall  procecd  thereon, 
Se^Crown'"^  but  fo,  as  that  in  all  cafes  of  a  general 
Office.         Eledion,  every  returning  officer  having 
the  return  of  the  wrif,  fhall  caufe  a  re- 
turn of  a  Member  to  be  filed   in  the 
Crown  OHicebn  or  before  the  day  on 
which  fuch  Writ  is  returnable.   And  ev- 
ery othet  returning  officer  acting  under  a 
precept  or  mandate  fhall  make  a  return 

of 
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of  a  Member  in  obedience  to  the  faniej 

fix  days  at  leaft  before  the  day  of  the  It^ZL 

return  of   the  Writ ;    by  virtue    of  ^^'  ^y  '^''r 

•'         •'  cept  to  maKC 

which  fuchElcdlion  has  been  made  and  a  return 
fothatincafeof  anyEledionuponawrit  before  return 
iflued  during  a  Seffion  or  prorogation 
of  Parhament.  And  a  Scrutiny  being 
granted  as  aforefaid,  then  that  a  return 
of  a  Member,  fhall  be  made  within  30 
days  after  the  clofe  of  the  poll  (  or 
fooner  if  the  fame  can  conveniently 
be  done. 

25.  Geo.   3.  c.   84. 

And  if  any  officer  fhall  return  any 
Member  contrary  to  the  lafl:  determi- 
nation in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  the 
fame  {hall  be  adjudged  a  falfe  return, 
and  the  party  duly  cle<fted  may  recover 
double  damages  with  full  oofts.  And 
the  like  remedy  (hall  be  againft  an 
ojfficer  making  a  doubiC  return. 

7.  and  S.  Wm.  c.   7. 

And 
H 
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And  whenever  a  Scrutiny  fliall  be 
granted  as  aforefaid,  and    there    fhall 
be  more  parties  than  one,  the  returning 
*  officer  fhall  decide    alternately  on  the 

votes  given  for  the  different  Candidates 
v^ho  fhall  be  parties  to  fuch  Scrutiny, 
or  againft  w^hom  the  fame  fhall  be 
carried  on. 

25.  Geo.   3,  c.   84. 

And  fuch  returning  officer    may  if 
he   fee    caufe    during    fuch   Scrutiny 

Returning  -i       .     ./>  /^      1  r 

Officer  may  admmilicr  an  Oath  to  any  perfon 
Jfi^s.  '^  confcnting  to  take  the  fame,  touching 
the  right  of  any  perfon  having  voted, 
or  touching  any  other  matter  or  thing 
material  or  necefTary  towards  carrying 
on  fuch  Scrutiny. 


lExceptlon. 


Provided  that  nothing  herein  fhall 
extend  to  alter  or  affed  the  Eledion 
of  any  Member  for  any  place  where 
particular  regulations  have  been  made 
by  Statute, 

And 


lere  no 
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And  if  upon  any    Writ    iffued  no 
return  fliall  be  made  on  or  before  the  wh( 
^ay  on  which  fuch  Writ  is  returnable,  ^^l^^^^he 
r  if  a   Writ    fliall   have   been  iffued  ^p^^!'^^  ^° 
uring  any  Seilions  or  prorogation  or  f^ie«a  com- 

-rs      ^.  "^  1  n      11      1       mittee. 

Parliament,  and  no  return  ihali  be 
made  within  5  2  days  after  the  day  on 
which  fuch  Writ  bears  date,  or  if  the 
return  made  ia  either  cafe  fliall  not 
be  a  return  of  a  Member  according  to 
the  requifltion  thereof,  but  contain 
fpecial  matter  only  concerning  fuch 
Eledion.  Any  perfon  '  having  or 
claiming  a  right  to  vote,  or  claiming 
a  right  to  be  returned  who  fliall  think 
himfelf  aggrieved  may  petition  the 
houfe  of  Commons  concerning  the 
fame,  and  upon  fuch  petition  being 
prefented,  a  day  and  hour  fliall  be 
appointed  for  taking  the  fame  into 
Confideration,  and  notice  thereof  in 
writing  fliall  be  forthwith  given  by 
the  Speaker  to  the  petitioners,  and  to 
the  officer  by  whom  fuch  return  fliould 

have 
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have  been  made,  accompanied  with  an 
order  to  attend  the  hou  feat  the  time  ap- 
pointed by  themfelves  or  their  Council 
or  Agents,  and  a  feled  committee  ftiall 
be  appointed  confiding  of  49  Members 
to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  out  of  whom 
each  party  fhall  alternately  ftrike  one 
till  they  be  reduced  to  the  number  of 

13,  who  together  with  two  more  of 
whom  each  party  fhall  nominate  one, 
fhall  be  a  feled:  Committee  for  deter- 
mining fuch  controverted  feledion, 
10.  Geo*  3.  c.  16.  and  11.  Geo. 
3.  c.    42.    and  made   perpetual    by 

14.  Geo.  3.  c.  15.  and  all  rules  and 
regulations  in  any  of  the  faid  A(3:s 
contained  fhall  extend  to  this. 

And  every  perfon  who  In   taking 
pcrfons        ^j^y  Oath  herein  before  appointed  fhall 

committing  /  ^  i  i 

Perjury.  thereby  commit  wilfull  perjury,  or 
unlawfully  and  corruptly  procure  or 
fuborn  any  other  perfon  to  take  any 
fuch  Oath,  whereby  he  fhall  commit 

fuch 
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fuch    wilful!  perjury    and  fliall    be 
thereof  convicfted,  he  fhall  incur  fuch 
penalties  as  are   inflided  by   the  fol- 
lowing Ads  of  Parliament,  viz. 
5.  Eliz.  c.  9,  and  26.  Geo,   2.  c.  25. 


And  every  fuch  Sheriff  or  returning  sheriff  to  dc. 
Officer    fhall  deliver    copies    of    the  |;j'4f''P|f; 
poll  to  any  perfon  defiring  the  fame, 
paying  a  reafonable  charge  for  writing 
thereof, 

7.  and   8.  Wm.  c.  25, 

And  lastly,  the  Sheriff  fhall 
within  20  days  after  the  Ele<ai(>a 
deliver  over  upon  Oath  ( to  be  ad- 
minifbred  by  the  two  next  Juftices  ) 
the  poll  books  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
peace  without  alterations ;  to  be  kept 
amongfl  the  Records  of  the  SefTions. 

10,  Ann.   c.   23. 

Privilege 
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Privilege  of  Members 
of  Parliament. 

By  the  Common  Law  a  Member  of 
Parliament  fliall  have  the  privilege 
of  Parliament  not  only  for  himfelf 
and  his  Servants  to  be  freed  from 
arreft,  fubpoena,  citation  and  the  like 
but  aJfo  for  his  horfes  and  goods  to  be 
free  from  diftrefs.  But  for  Treafon, 
Felony  and  breach  of  the  peace  there 
can  be  no  privilege  4..    Inft.   24.    25. 

And  with  refpe6t  to  breach  of  the 
Peace,  Libels  have  been  conftrued  to 
come  under  that  notion  as  in  the  cafe  of 
yohn  IV tikes ^  Efq.  By  a  refolution 
of  the  houfe,  24th  November,  ^763, 
It  was  declared  that  privilege  of 
Parliament  fhall  not  extend  to  the 
cafe  of  writing  and  publifhing  feditioiis 
Libels,  nor  ought    to  be  allowed  to 

obftrudl 
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obftruft  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the 
Laws  in  the  fpeedy  and  effedual 
profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dan- 
gerous offence. 

But   now  by  the  lo.  of  Geo.   3. 
c.   50.   Any    perfon  may   commence 
i   and    profccute    any    Adion    in    any 
\  Court  of  Record  or  Court  of  Equity, 
or     of     Admiralty,     (  or  in    caufes 
matrimonial   and    teftamenrtary      in 
r  in  any  court,     having    cognizance    of 
'   caufes  matrimonial  and   teftamcnay) 
againft    any    Peer  or  Member  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons   or  any   of  their 
menial  or  other  Servants,  or  any  other 
perfon  entitled  to    privilege  of  Par- 
liament, and  no  proceedings    therein 
fhall  be  delayed  under  colour  of  fuch 
privilege. 

Provided  that  this  fhall  not  fubjedt 
the  perfon  of  any  Member  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons  to  be  arrcfted   or 

imprifoned 
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imprifoned  on  any  fuch  fuit  or  pfo- 
ceedings,  and  to  remedy  thedilatorinefs 
by  procefs  of  diftringas,  the  court  out 
of  which  the  Writ  proceeds  may  order 
the  iffues  levied  from  time  to  time  to 
be  fold,  and  the  money  ariiing  thereby 
to  be  applied  to  pay  fuch  cofts  to  the 
plantiff  as  the  court  ifhall  think  juft, 
and  the  furplus  to  be  detained  till  the 
defendant  fhall  have  appeared^  or  other 
purpofe  of  the  Writ  be  anfwered. 
And  obedience  may  be  enforced  to  any 
Rule  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
Common  Pleas  or  Exchequer,  againft 
any  perfon  entitled  to  privilege  by 
diftrefs  infinite,  if  the  perfon  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  fuch  rule  fhall 
chufe  to  proceed  in  that  way. 

And  by  the  4.  Geo.  3.  c.  33. 
Any  trader  having  privilege  of  Par- 
liament may  be  ferved  with  legal 
procefs  for  any  juft  debt  to  the  amount 

of 
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of  I  col.  and  unlefe  he  makes  ratifi* 
cation  within  two  months  it  fliall  be 
deemed  an  aft  of  Bankruptcy,  and 
that  Gommiflions  of  Bankruptcy 
may  be  iffued  againft  fuch  privil^e, 
Traders  in  like  manner  as  againft  aay 
other,  but  this  not  to  fubjed  him  to 
be  arretted  during  his  privilege, 
except  in  cafes  mkdc  Felony  by  any 
of  the  Statutes  of  Bankruptcy. 


In  the  year  1629,  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft.  An  infor- 
mation wa$  exhibited  in  the  ftar 
Chamber  againft  Sir  John  Elliott^ 
Delzil  Holies^  Benjamin  Valentine^ 
Walter  hong^  WilliamCoriton^  William 
Stroud^  John  Seldon^  Sir  Miles  Hobart^ 
and  Sir  Peter  Hayman^  for  their 
Speeches  and  Adions  in  Parliament 
on   which  they   brought  an  Habeas 

Corpus 


i 
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■"Cdrpifs  to  be  admitted  to  Bail,  and 
they  were  offered  to  be  Bailed  by  the 
Court   on   giving   Security   for   their 
good  behaviour,    which  they  refufed. 
Whereupon  an  'information  was  per- 
fered  againft  them  in  the  King's  Bench, 
land  they  pleaded  to  the  Jurifdicaion  of 
that  Court.      But  the  fame  was  over 
ruled  and  they  were  afterwards   ad- 
judged to  be  imprifoned   during    the 
King's  pleafure,  and  being  offered  to 
^be   rele^fed  on  their  fubmiffion,    they 
'refufed,,  and   Sir    "John  Elliott   and 
Tome  others  of  them  died  in  Prifon. 
\  But  by  the  firft  of  Wm.  and  Mary. 
It  is    declared    that  the   freedom  of 
fpeech  and  debates,  and  proceedings  in 
'Parliament,  ought  not  to  be  impeached 
"-or  queftioned  in   any  Court  or  place 
out  of  Parliament.     And  this  freedom 
of  fpeech  is  particularly  demanded  of 
the  King' in  perfoh,   by  the  Speaker  of 
the'houfe  of  Commons  at  the  opening 
of  every  new  Parliament. 

And 
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i 

I  AND  LASTLY,    Concerning  the 

I  manner  in  which  Parliaments  may  be 

f  adjourned,  prorogued  or  diffplv^d. 

AN   ADJOURNMENT,    is    no 

more    than    a    continuance    of     the 

Seffions  from  day   to  day,  and  this  is 

f-  done  by  the  authority  of  each  houfe 

f  feparately   every  day,  and  fomctimes 

'   at  Chriftmas   or  Eafter  for  a  month 

together    after  an  adjournment,   fuch 

bills      as     are     begun     continue     in 

the  fame   flate    as  at  the  time   of  the 

adjournment    thereof,     and     may    be 

proceded     on     without     any     frefh 

commencement. 

A  PROROGATION,  is  the  coti- 
tinuance  of  the  Parliament  from  one 
Sej[fions  to  another  j  this  is  done  by 
Royal  Authority,  exprefled  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  his  Majefty's  prefence, 
or  by  Cornmiffion  from  the  Crown^ 
^rby  Pi'bclamation,  and  as prorb|atiori 

'    '  X'^J^'^puts 


)  .'• 
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puts  an  end  to  the  Seflions^  fuch  bills 
as  are  begun  and  not  perfefted  muft 
be  reftimed  [de  novcy)  in  a  fubfequent 
Sefllon,  which  is  not  the  cafe  on  an 
adjournment. 

By  the  6-  Wm.  and  M.  The 
Parliament  was  allowed  to  fit  three 
years.  But  by  the  i.  Geo.  i;.  (  in 
order  to  prevent  the  expences  of 
frequent  Eledlions,  and  the  violent  heats 
and  animofites  confequent  thereqn) 
the  term  was  prolonged  and  has  ever 
fince  been  toy^^;/ years  to  beaccounted 
from  the  day  on  which  by  the  Writ  of 
Summons  they  fliall  be  appointed  to 
meet,  if  not  iboner  diflblved  by  the 
Royal  Prerogative, 

And  in  cafes  of  Invafiori  or  eminent 
danger  thereof,  or  of  Rebellion,  the 
Parliament  fhall happen  to  be  feparated, 
by  fuch  adjournment  or  fuchproroga- 
tion  asmay  not  expire  within  1 4  days,  it 

(hall 
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fliall  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty  to  ifluc 
a  proclamation  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Parliament  upon  fuch  day  as 
he  fhall  thereby  appoint,  giving  14 
days  notice  thereof.  And  the  Parlfa- 
raent  fhall  accordingly  meet  on  fuch 
day  and  continue  to  fit  and  ad  as  if  it 
had  flood  adjourned  or  prorogued  to 
the  fame  day. 

2.  Geo.  3.  c.   20. 

A  DISSOLUTION  in  former  times 
by  the  death  of  the  King  during  the 
fitting  of  Parliament,  the  Parliament 
was  ipfofaBo  diffolvcd.  But  by  the  4. 
Ann.  c.  18.  a  Parliament  fitting  or 
being  at  the  demife  of  the  King,  fhall 
continue  and  adt  for  fix  months^  unlefs 
fooner  prorogued  or  difolved  by  the 
fuccefTor.  And  if  there  then  be  no 
Parliament  in  being,  the  laft  preceding 
Papliament  fhall  meet,  fit,    and  ad. 

FINIS. 


